
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Have you ever had an encounter with “locusts”? 
 

Locusts leave nothing behind… no hope, no possibility of recovery, 
no reason to care anymore… just frustration with no prospect of a 
meaningful life.  
 
How would restoration look for you? 
 
 
2. Has God really said?   
 

This was the very question that the serpent asked Eve in the Garden. 
(Genesis 3:1)  
 
God has been very clear about issues of right and wrong or what is 
honoring or dishonoring to Him.  
 
Why do you think that there are so many different opinions 
concerning God’s design for marriage, sexuality, the mission of the 
Church, and even what it means to be a Christian? 
 
 
3. Joel was a great prophet who brought a word of clarity from God 
at one of the darkest and most confusing periods for God’s people. 
 
Can you name even one prophet with whom people felt a 
connection, were pleased with his message, or one who enjoyed a 
following of supporters? 
 
In Acts 7:52, Stephen was preaching and asked the Jews, “which 
one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute?” Why do you 
think the prophets were so hated and yet today many enjoy great 
support – even among non-believers? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

When God Speaks 
we can rest in His… 

 
• Authority  v.17 God said 

 
 

• Confidence  v.16 but this is what was spoken of 
through the prophet Joel: 

 
 
 

• Hope   v.17 And it shall be in the last days… 
 
 
 

• Conviction  v.37… they were pierced to the heart, 
 

 
 

• Invitation  v.38 repent… be baptized… be 
forgiven… receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 
 

• Promise v. 21‘And it shall be that everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 

 

 
               ACTS 2:14–41 SERMON 5 

When God Speaks 
ACTS 2:14-41 – SERMON 5 
SMALL GROUP GUIDE 
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Acts 2      
The Church’s First Sermon and… 

The Four Elements of New Testament Preaching 
 
1.  Kerugma a messenger's announcement and is the plain 
statement of the facts of the Christian message, about which, there 
can be no argument or doubt.  
 

vss. 17-21 v.17… God says…”  
 
2. Didache teaching… clarifying… exposing the facts  
 

v.36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know for certain that God 
has made Him both Lord and Christ—this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
 
3. Paraklesis literally means exhortation… urging upon all the duty of 
fitting their lives to match the kerugma and the didache.  
 

v.38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
4. Homilia, which means the treatment of any subject or aspect of 
life in light of the Christian message. 
 

v.38… Repentance…  Baptism  … Forgiveness … Holy Spirit 
v.40 be saved… a perverse generation…  
 
 
 
 
 
v.15 …the third hour of the day; 
 

 

 
 
v.16 but this was spoken through the prophet Joel 
 

The Prophecy of Joel, Date 835 BC… perhaps?. Joel never mentions 
a king, so dating his prophecy is difficult. But it seems that he 
preached during the unique reign of Athaliah over Judah. She was 
the only female monarch ever to sit on David’s throne (841–835 BC) 
and was able to acquire it only because she was more wicked than 
her mother Jezebel (wife of King Ahab who had ruled in the 
Northern Kingdom).  
 

2 Kings 11:20 So all the people of the land rejoiced and 
the city was quiet. For they had put Athaliah to death with 
the sword at the king’s house. 

 
 
 
v. 22 “Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene 
 

Can anything good come out of Nazareth… was Nathaniel’s 
question to Phillip after Phillip tells him that we have found the One 
whom Moses spoke of in the Law, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 
Joseph. (John 1:43-46) 

 
Nazareth was so unimportant that it is never even mentioned in Old 
Testament, even once. However, Jesus put it on the map where it 
will remain until the end of the world. Jesus has a way it seems of 
being able to take unimportant places (and people) and give them 
significance like they can find no where else in life. 
 
 
v. 38 Peter said to them, “Repent…. 
 

The word repent is from the Greek word, “metanoia”, which means 
a change of the mind. Paul tells us that our minds must be renewed, 
which is the key to being transformed into the image of Christ and 
no longer to be conformed to this world (Rom 12: 2). 
The heart gets a ton of attention in scripture, but so does the mind. 
My thinking has to become submissive to the will of God or my 
defensiveness and rebellion will rule my life. 

 
 

(All Scripture is from the NASB unless otherwise noted) 

Jewish days were divided as… 
 
1st  Hour Dawn - 8AM  7th Hour 1-2 PM 
2nd Hour   8–9AM   8th Hour 2-3 PM 
3rd Hour 9-10 AM  9th Hour  3-4 PM 
4th Hour 10-11 AM  10th Hour 4-5 PM 
5th Hour 11-Noon  11th Hour 5-6 
6th Hour Noon – 1 PM  12 Hour  6 PM-Dark  
    


