
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.  How would you describe the difference between being a follower 
of Jesus’ example (WWJD) and being possessed by Him? 
 

What is the most significant difference in the disciples before 
Pentecost and after Pentecost?  
 
Notice that Peter later in verse 38 of this same chapter will tell these 
“devout” (v.5) Jews that they must repent and be baptized in the 
name of Jesus so their sins can be forgiven and so that they can be 
filled with the Holy Spirit.   
 
What if they refused, insisting that they already had a relationship 
with God… a “devout” one? 
 
2. Why didn’t everyone believe?   
 

Many believed but others accused these believers of being drunk.   
 
One motif that runs throughout the scripture is that signs and 
wonders are not self-authenticating.  In other words, just because 
people see the undeniable does not mean that they will be 
convinced and desire to be filled with God’s presence.   
 
Do you believe that some people will never “see” or “hear” enough 
to convince them of their need to repent, be immersed in God’s 
Spirit and let Him possess their life?  Why? 
 
3. God removes the language barriers that hindered many from 
understanding His message (v.8)  
 
What sort of barriers do we need to allow God to destroy in the 
Church today that may be hindering His message? 
 
…  What is the lesson that we must learn from the duplicity, deceit? 

has become, as hopeless as death? 
 
… How did/does this level of devastation affect you?  
 

 
4. The end of Judas was ugly… to say the least. 
 
 

… How was Judas able to be so wicked and yet fool everyone but 
Jesus? 
 

 
 
 

Possessed With His Presence 
 
Undeniable  
     

• Audible     v.2 
a noise like a violent rushing wind 

 

• Visible     v.3 
and there appeared to them 

 
 
Transforming     v.3 

tongues as of fire… rested on each one of them 
 
 

Overwhelming      v.2 
and it filled the whole house where they were sitting 

 
 

Bewildering       v.6 
and when this sound occurred, the crowd came together and 

were bewildered 
 
 
Liberating      v.8 
And how is it that we hear them in our own language to which 

we were born? 
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Acts 2      
       
1      When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in 

one place. 
 
Pentecost... a Jewish agricultural festival celebrated 7 weeks and 

one day (50 days) after Passover.  “Pentecost” is Greek for fiftieth 
but in the Hebrew it was called Shavuot.  This has been a long 
tradition but this Pentecost was about to be one like none other.   

 
           
2      And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like a violent 

rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 
           
3      And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing 

themselves, and they rested on each one of them. 
 
a noise like… tongues as of fire… should be understood as 

descriptions of the indescribable.  We mistakenly may speak of the 
wind and the tongues of fire as literal, ignoring the words “a noise 
like” and “tongues as of fire”.  (Note, we make this mistake more 
often in reading The Revelation – where the word like is used about 
65 times.)  
 
Point = sometimes we just don’t know how to describe what God 
does. 

 
 
fire… a popular biblical symbol for the presence of God. 

          
Exodus 19:18 Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke because the 
LORD descended upon it in fire; and its smoke ascended like 
the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked 
violently. 
 

       Isaiah 66:15 For behold, the LORD will come in fire          
And His chariots like the whirlwind,         
To render His anger with fury,         
And His rebuke with flames of fire. 
 
 

 
 

          
   6      And when this sound occurred, the crowd came together, and 

were bewildered because each one of them was hearing them 
speak in his own language. 

   7      They were amazed and astonished, saying, “Why, are not all 
these who are speaking Galileans? 

 
 Galileans… were known for their thick and clearly defined accent. 

Some say that the Galilean accent was somewhat less refined and 
more casual… like country folk.  

 
 This is not the first time that Peter’s country accent gave him away.  

After Jesus’ arrest, he pretended to not be one of the disciples – 
but…  

 Matt 26:73 A little later the bystanders came up and said 
to Peter, “Surely you too are one of them; for even the way 
you talk gives you away.” 

 
 (Every one of Jesus’s disciples were from Galilee… except for one 

who was an “Iscariot”… want to guess?)  
 
  
 
          12      And they all continued in amazement and great 

perplexity, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 
          13      But others were mocking and saying, “They are full of 

sweet wine.” 
 
sweet wine… was accomplished by keeping the grapes in water for 
a long period of time prior to processing in order to give it a unique 
taste.  New wine is another name for it and some have speculated 
that such was not fermented.  However, obviously drunkenness 
could occur with “sweet wine” otherwise the accusation here would 
be senseless.   
 
gleukous… is the Greek word used here for sweet.  
 
 
 
 

(All Scripture is from the NASB unless otherwise noted) 


