
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Have you ever asked God for something and His answer was… 
wait? 
 

... What did you learn about God from this experience?  
 

… What did this experience teach you about prayer?  
 
 
2. Since we know that God is sovereign, how is it possible that Judas 
was able to do something so depraved?  
 

… How is it possible for us ever to sin since is never God’s will?  
 
… Does anything ever happen that is not God’s will? 
 
 
3. Jesus’ brothers and sisters never believed in Him until after His 
resurrection… but nothing is more final than death and His victory 
over it apparently open their eyes. 
 
… Have you ever faced a situation in your own life that became, or 
has become, as hopeless as death? 
 
… How did/does this level of devastation affect you?  
 

 
4. The end of Judas was ugly… to say the least. 
 
 

… How was Judas able to be so wicked and yet fool everyone but 
Jesus? 
 

… What is the lesson that we must learn from the duplicity, deceit, 
and destruction of Judas? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

… what are you doing that you can only do with God 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When God Says… Wait 
we must then take comfort in… 

 
His Resurrection      v.14 

…and with his brothers 
 
 
His Word      v.16 

…the Holy Spirit foretold  
 
 
His Sovereignty      v.16 

…the scripture had to be fulfilled 
 
  
His Judgment     v.20 

…let another man take his office 
 
 
His Providence     v.24   

…the one you have chosen   
 
 
His Knowledge     v.24  

…for you know the hearts of all men 
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Acts 1 
      
 9      And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they 

were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.        
10      And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was 

going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them.           
11      They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 

the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, 
will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into 
heaven.” 

 
He was lifted up… while others mention the ascension, only Luke 
gives us the account as a separate historical event.  
 
in the same way… is not a description as to how He will return but 

rather a promise of certainty. Just as sure as you have seen Him 
leave, He will return. However, His return will not be as private and 
personal – and He will not be alone. (See… Rev 1:7, Luke 9:26,  
I Thess 4:14-17, II Thess 1:7)  

 
          

12      Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 
which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 

 
a Sabbath day’s journey… about 7 tenths of a mile. To walk any 
farther on the Sabbath was a violation of Jewish law. 

 
          
13      When they had entered the city, they went up to the upper 

room where they were staying; that is, Peter and John and James 
and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, 
James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas the 
son of James. 

 
Peter and John and James… will be the only disciples mentioned 

again by name. John, never again after ch.4 and James only in 
ch.12 at his death. Even Peter will fall off the radar after chapter 12 
and Paul will be the obvious leader of the Church’s mission.   

  
Therefore, the idea of the Primacy of Peter as the first Pope of the 
Church not supported by scripture.  In fact, the word “Pope” never 
occurs anywhere in scripture… ever. 

 

 
      14      These all with one mind were continually devoting 

themselves to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother 
of Jesus, and with His brothers. 

 
 the mother of Jesus… will not be mentioned again. This seems odd 

in light of the status she receives a few centuries later, once the 
Church becomes more like what we know as “Catholic” in the 4th 
century.  The Church began to adopt many of the pagan ideas 
around them   

 
with His brothers…  Jesus’ brothers had not supported His mission 
until after His resurrection. In Mark 3 they try to physically subdue 
Him because they thought He was crazy and John 7 says that they 
did not believe in Him.            

 
24      And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts  
of all men, show which one of these two You have chosen           
25      to occupy this ministry and apostleship from which Judas     
turned aside to go to his own place.” 
26      And they drew lots for them, and the lot fell to Matthias; and 
he was added to the eleven apostles. 

 
they prayed… 29 times in Acts we find the word pray, prayer(s), 
prayed, or praying. 
 
they drew lots… likely 2 stones with the names of the candidates 
on them. 

Interesting Facts 
 

• “Lots” were never used again after God comes upon them as 
His Spirit (2:4). 
 

• Matthias is never mentioned again ever in Scripture 
 

• The casting of lots was not used to determine but rather to 
discover whom God had chosen… You have chosen v.24. 

Theotokos… means “God bearer” and was a title given to Mary during 
the 3rd Century AD. It can be misleading because while Mary did 
indeed bear God in her womb, she is not the source of God.  

 
In 431 at the Council of Ephesus, the Church used the term to address 
a heresy called Nestorianism… which said that Jesus’ human nature 
and divine nature were completely separate.   


